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Purpose

® The Georgia Milestones Assessment System is designed to provide information
about how well students are mastering the state-adopted content standards in
the core content areas of English language arts, mathematics, and science.

e Georgia Milestones is a single assessment system that consists of end-of-grade
measures in English language arts and mathematics in grades 3-8, end-of-grade
measures in/science in grades 5 and 8, end-of-grade measure in social studies in
grade 8, and end-of-course measures for specified high school courses.




Administration

e Taken on the computerin grades 3-5

e Taken over the course of several days, one section per day
o Grades3-5
m 3 days for Language Arts
e Section 1: up to 90 minutes
e Sections 2 and 3: up to 80 minutes each
m 2 days for Math
e Sections 1 and 2: up to 65 minutes each
o Grade5
m 1 day for Science
e Sections 1 and 2: up to 40 minutes each




Language Arts

Test Structure
All Grades

e Paired passage set ® 3-5 passages™ e 3-5 passages*
¢ 5 questions e 20-25 questions e 20-25 questions
e Selected-response e Selected-response ¢ Selected-response
e Short constructed- e Evidence-based ¢ Evidence-based
response selected-response selected-response
e Extended writing ¢ Technology-enhanced ¢ Technology-enhanced
response (essay) (drag and drop, drop- (drag and drop, drop-
down)** down list)**

¢ Extended constructed-
response (narrative)

LS
~

* Varies based on passage length. May include individual and paired passages. Includes both operational and field test passages.
**Online forms only. Print forms include multi-select items in place of technology-enhanced items.




Language Arts

Test Design
Item Types - All Grades

Description Number of Num!)er of
Items Points

1-point Selected-Response and Technology-Enhanced Items? 2 37 37
2-point Evidence-Based Selected-Response and Technology-Enhanced Items? 5 10
2-point Constructed-Response Items 1 2
4-point Extended Constructed-Response Items (Narrative Writing) 1 4
7-point Extended Writing-Response Items 1 7
Field Test Items3 6 0

Total* 51 60




Math
Test Structure

All Grades
« 27-28 questions « 27-28 questions
* Item Types * Item Types
+ Selected- » Selected-
response response
» Technology- » Technology-
enhanced* enhanced*

* Technology-Enhanced item types used for Mathematics include multi-part, multi-select, drag-and-drop, drop-down, graphing, and
keypad-input.




Math

Test Design
Item Types - All Grades

Number of Number of

Item Type ltems Points
1-point Selected-Response and Technology-Enhanced Items?: 2 42 42
2-point Technology-Enhanced Items’ 8 16
Field Test Items3 5 0
Total* 55 58




Science

Test Structure
Science (Grade 5, Grade 8, HS Physical Science, and Biology)

® 20-22 questions ® 20-22 questions
e |tem Types e [tem Types
e Selected-response e Selected-response
e Technology- e Technology-
enhanced* enhanced*

* Technology-Enhanced item types used for Science include multiple-part, multiple-select, drag-and-drop, and drop-down menu.




Science

Test Design
Item Types - All Grades

Descriotion Number of Number of
P Items Points
1-point Selected-Response and Technology-Enhanced Items?: 2 30 30
2-point Technology-Enhanced Items' 8 16
Field Test Items3 4 0
Total* 42 46
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Selected Response
ww ¥ NEEMROR 2]

Read the passage and answer the questions. This question has two parts. Answer Part A, and then answer
Part B.
Your Weekly Calend
our Weekly Calendar Part A
Have you ever wondered how some kids remember What is MOST LIKELY a result of having a weekly calendar?
everything? They always hand in their homework on time.
They never forget their gym shoes. Their library books are
never late. They are ready for the day, every day! good grades
Everyone has tasks at home and at school. You may @ less homework

belong to afterschool groups or play sports too. How can
you be prepared for the day? A weekly calendar can help @ more field trips
you plan for what you need to do each day.

@ extra sports practices
Stay on Track in School

Think of all the things you need to remember for a
week at school. Think about everything—from gym class
to tests. Make a note on your calendar for the days you
need gym shoes. Do you have a spelling test each week?
If you know the test is coming up, you will remember to
study. Then you might get a wonderful score on the test! If
homework is due on a certain day, write that down.

Page 1/3




Item Types

Evidence-Based Selected-Response

* In Evidence-Based <[> IR 5 B
S e I e Cteq X Re S p 0 n S e Read the story and then answer the questions. This question has twa parts. Answer Part A, and then answer
(EBSR) |temS, the Buddy's Trick partB.

. . ' - Part A
student responds to a | s me

Why does the author MOST LIKELY tell the story from the

tWO - p a rt q u eSti 0 n . Their neighbars, the Thortons, had a black cat named point of view of both Angela and Carlos?

Buddy. Lately, Buddy kept appearing in the children’s

house, but they did not know how he managed his

° I n the fi rSt pa r.t, the mysterious trick. to help the reader learn how to paint basement walls

Gently, Angela scooped up Buddy, and the sociable cat @ to help the reader understand the best way to solve a

Stu d e nt reS po n d S to a n snuggled into her arms like a cozy stuffed animal. mystery

“Buddy’s tail has streaks of blue paint on it,” Angela

i nfe re nti al O r key noticed. "Dad is painting our house that color. Maybe Dad O] ::eh 3'-.%::;1{3“3' undersiznd how Angela and Carios

left a window open and Buddy climbed inside.”

CO n Ce pt q u eSti 0 n “Let's go and check,” suggested Carlos. In a flash, he @ to help the reader know why Angela and Carlos like

. sprinted out of the house, eager to find an answer, but Buddy so much

I t d t t m I Angela followed slowly. What if we solve the mystery and
re a e 0 a S I u U S end Buddy's visits? | enjoy discovering him, Angela
thought.

text. v




Item Types

Evidence-Based Selected-Response

* In the second part, rerwa =@

P B B

the student provides Reatha shory and e anwwer e iesions.
eVIdence from the Buddy's Trick

S a m e teXt tO S u p po rt Their neighbors, the Thortons, had a black cat named
the inference or idea. b g Qe s vk ol

mysterious trick.

“Look, Buddy is napping on our couch again,” Angela
said with a note of wonder to her brother, Carlos.

Gently, Angela scooped up Buddy, and the sociable cat
snuggled into her arms like a cozy stuffed animal.

“Buddy's tail has streaks of blue paint on it,” Angela
noticed. “Dad is painting our house that color. Maybe Dad
left a window open and Buddy climbed inside.”

“Let's go and check,” suggested Carlos. In a flash, he
sprinted out of the house, eager to find an answer, but
Angela followed slowly. What if we solve the mystery and
end Buddy's visits? | enjoy discovering him, Angela
thought.

As Angela joined Carlos, he pointed to a ladder leaning

This question has two parts. Answer Part A, and then answer
Part B.

Part B

Which pair of sentences from the story BEST supports the
answer to Part A7

Angela thoughtfully stared at the ladder’s slippery
metal rungs.

“Buddy’s claws cannot grip those rungs,” she

concluded.

“How?" asked Angela, curious about her brother’s next
plan.
Carlos always had imaginative ideas.

“Buddy found a loose board by our basement
window,” Carlos said.
“He lifted it with his paw and wiggled under it.”

@ “He comes to visit us,” Angela replied.
“Unfortunately, he rubbed against a paizt i;an.”




Multi-Selected Response
NEEMREB

Question 12 [@

width for the different colors of paper.

yellow
@ white
@ brown
@ green
() orange
@ red

Mrs. Pike has pieces of paper that are different colors. Each piece of paper is a rectangle. The table shows the length and

Mrs. Pike’s Colors of Paper

Color _Width !_ength

(inches) (inches)
yellow 4 9
white 7 5
brown 10 4
green 6 6
orange 5 8
red 12 3

Select THREE colors of paper that each have an area of 36 square inches.

Review/End Test Flag '




Technology Enhanced - Drag and Drop
et NEmRoBe a

Read the sentence. Complete the chart to show how each of the underlined words in the sentence is used.
The small kitten happily licked its paws as it sat in the warm sunshine.
& 7
Which part of speech
Word is the word? What does the word do?
happily
licked
paws
warm
Which part of speech What does the word do?
is the word? .
It is a person, place,
verb or thing.
noun It describes a person,
lace, or thing.
adverb P face or i 'ng
L. It is an action word.
adjective
It describes an action.

Back




Technology Enhanced - Drag and Drop
et NEmRgB

Read the paragraph from a student’s informational essay. Move the TWO ideas that BEST develop the topic onto the b
lines.

& ?

The tropical grasslands of Africa provide a special habitat for many types of animals.

Grasslands, also known as savannas, are large areas covered with many types of long
grasses and few trees or bushes. Although the rich plant life of the savanna provides
a plentiful food source for animals, the weather can be quite harsh.

The animals that live in the savanna have learned to adapt to these unique conditions.

Some of these animals include elephants, zebras, giraffes, and gazelles.
Millions of people travel to Africa to see the plants and animals of the savanna.
The savanna can have days of pouring rain and months when rain is scarce.

The savannas of Africa have a rainforest on one side and a desert on the other side.

Many animals that thrive in the savanna are herbivores, which means they eat plants.




Technology Enhanced - Drag and Drop

Question 9 '

NEBROBE

Read the passage and answer the questions.
Your Weekly Calendar

Have you ever wondered how some kids remember
everything? They always hand in their homework on time.
They never forget their gym shoes. Their library books are
never late. They are ready for the day, every day!

Everyone has tasks at home and at school. You may
belong to afterschool groups or play sports too. How can
you be prepared for the day? A weekly calendar can help
you plan for what you need to do each day.

Stay on Track in School

Think of all the things you need to remember for a
week at school. Think about everything—from gym class
to tests. Make a note on your calendar for the days you
need gym shoes. Do you have a spelling test each week?
If you know the test is coming up, you will remember to
study. Then you might get a wonderful score on the test! If
homework is due on a certain day, write that down.

Page 1/3

Based on the passage, what does the weekly calendar help
a student do? Move TWO details into the box that answer
this question.

&

-~

keep track of tasks

learn to play the piano

find missing library books
remember important events

get topics for science projects




Technology Enhanced - Drag and Drop
R\ ] =] ] H

Move each shape into the column that BEST describes it.

Z 7

Neither Rhombus

Rhombus Rectangle nor Rectangle

N
¢
)

Review/End Test




Technology Enhanced - Drop-Down
Tt NEamRge H

A student is writing a report about her favorite vegetable. Read the paragraph from the student’s rough draft. Then choose
the correct word or phrase from each drop-down menu to connect the ideas in the paragraph.

Celery is a delicious vegetable that is a great source of fiber. Celery is inexpensive to buy at the store and can even be
grown in a garden. It is easy to prepare and enjoy celery. IiPl, you can cut up sticks of celery and pack

them in a bag as part of a lunch or snack. Celery can also be eaten with cheese or peanut butter for a tasty treat that is
high in protein. | v |, celery is my favorite snack, and | encourage you to try it.

In addition

For these reasons

Back
el nd =




Technology Enhanced - Bar Graph
et NEmRge a

Jorge recorded the shoe color of each of the 12 players on the basketball team. Of the players, 6 wore white shoes, 2 wore
black shoes, and the rest wore blue shoes.

Complete the bar graph to display Jorge'’s information.

-~

“

Shoe Color

=
N

=y
[a]

—
[e]

Number of Players
|
|
|
|

white black blue

Color

Back




Technology Enhanced - Keypad Input
Question 20 [@ “@gg Q

2

A cake recipe uses 7 oup of butter. A frosting recipe uses4l cup of butter.

How many cups of butter are used to make both the cake recipe and the frosting recipe?

7R Nkl X ?

(=R IE ) RS N
op o o w

Back




Technology Enhanced - Coordinate Grid
i\ ] 2= 2]

Mandi keeps track of the number of pepperoni pizzas and cheese pizzas ordered each hour at her restaurant.

« During the first hour, 4 pepperoni pizzas and 2 cheese pizzas were ordered.
« During the second hour, no pepperoni pizzas and 3 cheese pizzas were ordered.

Plot a point to represent the numbers of pepperoni pizzas and cheese pizzas ordered during the first hour and a point to
represent the numbers of pepperoni pizzas and cheese pizzas ordered during the second hour.

SN e ?

Mandi's Pizza Orders
3

ml-;

N oW
T T T

Cheese Pizzas
oy
:

1 1 ' L

0 1 2 3 4 5
Pepperoni Pizzas

\j

Back



Technology Enhanced - Number Line/Line Plot

Grades 3-5 Test Practice Training Student

Question 17 @ “@)gg]@ Q

Drag each fraction to its correct place on the number line.

7 ?

LI Y
o |t

N[= 1
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Language Arts
Passages

s

Georgia 2

Mllestones




Reading Passages
Across Grades

Informational

Advertisement History/Social studies texts Science/Technical texts
Articles Interviews/Memoirs Science Investigation
Autobiographies/Biographies Literary nonfiction Speeches
Contracts/Essays/Reports Opinion/Editorial piece Tourism guide
Government/legal documents Product/service description Training manual/user guide

mmme Literary

Drama Folktale Myth

Excerpt Historical Fiction Poetry

Fable Legend Realistic/Science Fiction
Fantasy Mystery Short Story

Paired Passage Sets

2 Literary texts 2 Informational texts 1 Literary text and 1 Informational text

Refer to the Georgia Milestones Resources and review the Study Guides and/or Assessment Guides for sample passages by grade or course. N N




Percent of Text Types Assessed
Across Grades

Reporting . Content Standards Assessed | Approximate % of Reading and Vocabulary Points
Category/Domain

Passage Type Reading Standards G3 G4 G5 G6 G7 G8 HS

ELAGSE4RL

. _ (1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9)
Reading Literary 60% 60% 50% 50% 44% 44% 40%
ELAGSEA4L

(4, 4a, 4b, 4c, 5, 5a, 5b, 5c, 6)

ELAGSEA4RI
Reading (1.2,3,4,5,6,7,9)

Informational ELAGSE4|
(4, 4a, 4b, 4c, 5, 5a, 5b, 5c¢, 6)

40% 40% 50% 50% 56% 56% 60%




Sample Passage Topics
by Grade Band

* animals, careers, science, weather
Grades 3-5 « multicultural, families, school
* inventions, social studies, art




Number of Reading Passages

» Section 1 contains one paired passage set (both informational
passages).

* Sections 2 & 3 each contain 3-5 passages, which includes
paired passage sets.

* The number of passages in each section will vary based on
passage word count.

* When building test forms, every effort is made to divide the
passage sets as evenly as possible to ensure a balance of
literary and informational texts between the sections.




Language Arts
Written Response ltems
y

Georgia 2

Mllestones




Three Types of Written Responses

e Extended Constructed Response (4 points)
o Narrative Writing
o Embedded within the multiple choice during section 2.
e Constructed Response (2 points)
o In response to a pair of informational or opinion articles.
o Administered in section 1 separate from the bulk of the selected responses
e Extended Writing Response (7 points)
o In response to a pair of informational or opinion articles.
m Opinion Writing
m Informational/Explanatory
o Administered in section 1 separate from the bulk of the selected responses




Extended Constructed Response - Narrative Writing

e Students will be expected to write an original short story.

e Stories will be in response to an existing piece of writing.
o Fiction
m Rewrite a part of the story
m Write an additional part that can be added into the story
m Write a continuation of the story
o Non-Fiction
m Write an original story (fiction) based on the topic from the
passage




Four Point Holistic Rubric

The rubric examines the writer’s ability to effectively develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective techniques, descriptive details, and clear
event sequences based on a text that has been read.

» Scored on a 4-point holistic rubric:

* 4 = Response is a well-developed
narrative

« 3 = Response is a complete narrative

« 2 = Response is incomplete or
oversimplified

1 = Response provides evidence of
an attempt

0 = Condition code




Four Point Holistic Rubric

Points

Criteria

The student’s response is a well-developed narrative that fully develops a real or

imagined experience based on text as a stimulus.

e Effectively establishes a situation and introduces a narrator and/or characters

¢ Organizes an event sequence that unfolds naturally

e Effectively uses narrative techniques, such as dialogue and description, to
develop rich, interesting experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations

e Uses a variety of words and phrases consistently to signal the sequence of
events

¢ Uses concrete words, phrases, and sensory language consistently and
effectively to convey experiences and events precisely

* Provides a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events

¢ Integrates ideas and details from source material effectively

e Has very few or no errors in usage and/or conventions that interfere with

meaning”*




Provided Passage

Henry’s Lesson

Henry was a bad dog, a very bad dog indeed. He dug up flowerbeds, swam in the neighbors’ pools,
and barked at every car that drove by. Henry was never satisfied. He always wanted more. When his
owners took him for a walk, the walk was never long enough. When he went to the park to play with
the other dogs, he always demanded to stay longer than everyone else. Henry’s owners did
everything they could to teach Henry to behave and to be satisfied, but nothing worked. “One day,”
they told Henry, “you will learn your lesson.” Maybe, thought Henry, but that day is not today!

One morning Henry woke up very hungry. He gobbled his breakfast and wanted more. He went next
door to see his friend Tapper. | hope Tapper has some food to share, thought Henry, as he peeked
inside Tapper’s doghouse. To Henry’s surprise, instead of Tapper, he found a huge piece of meat
sitting in Tapper's bowl. Before he could stop himself, Henry snatched the meat between his teeth
and ran away.

Henry didn’t want anyone to see him with Tapper’s breakfast, so he decided to hide on the other
side of the river to eat the stolen meat. Crossing over the bridge, Henry looked down and saw his
reflection in the water, as he would if he were looking in a mirror. The dog Henry saw in the river was
carrying a piece of meat that seemed much larger than the one he held in his own mouth.

Henry wanted the piece of meat he saw in the water. It was bigger than the one he had, and he was
very hungry, after all. Henry tried to grab the larger piece of meat from the river. But, of course, he
could not grab the meat; it was only a reflection.

Henry finally gave up and decided to eat the meat he had taken from Tapper. But the meat was
gone! He must have dropped it in when he was trying to grab the meat he had seen in the water.

He jumped into the river to search for the meat he had dropped, but he could not find it anywhere.
What he found instead was a fish with a very big belly and a huge grin on its face. Henry took one
look at the fish and knew where the meat had gone. He couldn’t believe what he had done. The fish
almost felt sorry for Henry, almost but not quite. He looked at Henry and said, “A bird in the hand is
worth two in the bush. That is a good lesson for you to learn, my friend.”

In Henry’s Lesson, Henry is a very bad dog
who is never satisfied with anything. Henry
learns a lesson when his greed costs him a
tasty meal.




Provided Writing Prompt

1. Inthe story “Henry’s Lesson,” a big fish eats the meat Henry drops into the river. Think about
how this event might change the way Henry acts from now on. Write a story about what
happens the next day when Henry’s owners take him for a walk in the park.

Use details from the story when writing your own story.
Narrative Writer’s Checklist
Be sure to:

« Develop a real or imagined experience.
« Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters.
« Organize events in order.
o Use transitional words and phrases to sequence the events.
» Use dialogue and/or description to:
o develop events.

o show how characters respond to situations.

« Use concrete words, phrases, and sensory details to describe the events.

* |nclude a conclusion.

« Use ideas and/or details from the passage(s).
Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.




Student Response

The next day, Henry’s owner took him for a walk in the park. To their surprise, Tapper and
his owners were their, too. Tapper raced over to Henry and said “Guess what?” “What,”
Henry answered, but he knew what Tapper was going to say. “Yesterday, | had a big piece
of meat in my doghouse for breakfast, but my water was running out so, | went inside to
get some more. “ Henry asked nervously, “What happened next?” Tapper replied,

“Well, | got some more water, but when | got back in my dog house the meat was gone!”
Henry hung his head. “Well, here’s the thing, | took your mean because | was really hungry
and | went to burry it, but then | saw an even bigger piece of meat in the river but |
dropped it in and a fish ate it.” He said in one long breath. Tapper was devastated that his
friend would steal from him but then said, “You know, you really have to learn to be
satisfied with what you already have, but sometimes all you have to do is ask.” Henry
sighed, “I'm really sorry that neither of us got to have any of that delicious meat.” At that
moment Tapper pulls out a giant piece of meat, even bigger and juicier than the one lost in
the river! He said, “If | share this piece of meat with you, will you promise me that instead
of stealing, you will always ask?” Henry wagged his tail. “Yes, yes, | willl” he replied.
“You’re the best friend a dog could ask for!”

B




Response Annotation

* The response effectively establishes a situation and introduces characters (The next day, Henry's owner
took him for a walk in the park; Tapper and his owners were their, too).

* The response organizes an event sequence that unfolds naturally (Tapper tells Henry about the stolen
meat; Henry confesses to taking it; Tapper makes Henry promise to never steal from him again; they share a
bigger piece of meat and celebrate their friendship).

* The response effectively uses narrative techniques of dialogue (“Guess what?”“What,” Henry answered,
but he knew what Tapper was going to say) and description (raced over; asked nervously; said in one
long breath; was devastated that his friend would steal from him) to show the responses of characters to
situations.

e Avariety of phrases are consistently used to signal the sequence of events (To their surprise; but then said;
At that moment).

® Sensory language is used consistently and effectively to convey the experiences precisely (a giant piece of
meat, even bigger and juicier than the one lost in the river!).

® The conclusion follows the narrated experiences (“If | share this piece of meat with you, will you promise me
that instead of stealing”...”l will!” he replied. “You're the best friend a dog could ask for!”).

e |deas and details are integrated from the source material effectively (“| saw an even bigger piece of meat in
the river but | dropped it in and a fish ate it").

* There are no errors in usage or conventions that have a significant effect on the intended meaning.
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Language Arts - Section 1

e The bulk of the writing will occur on the first day of testing.
e Students read two informational or opinion passages and respond to 5

questions based on what they have read.
o 1 selected response about passage #1
o 1 selected response about passage #2
o 1 selected response about BOTH passages
o 1 constructed response about BOTH passages
o 1 extended response about BOTH passages

e All of the questions are designed to support the student in their
thinking/planning for the extended response.




Constructed Response

e Should be short!
o 2-5 sentences

e Should be focused!
o Answer the question
o Support your thinking with details from the text(s)




Constructed Response

Question3  [@

NERROB

The Northern Red Oak

The northern red oak is a grand looking tree. It can grow
as high as 75 feet tall. The fall season brings shorter days
and cooler temperatures. Fall also brings changes to the
leaves of the northern red oak. Leaves turn from green to
shades of yellow, orange, and red, which is an amazing
sight. It makes the northern red oak an eye-catching stand
out amang other trees in the oak family.

In summer, the gray rough branches of the northern red
oak grow long and wide. This is the season when
branches can become overly long and heavy. The weight
of the branches’ leaves adds even more pounds. If the
growth of the tree is not managed, the entire appearance
of the tree can be changed. Early trimming helps groom
the tree and keeps it from looking like a rounded triangle
by summer’s end.

Both the size and the shape of the northern red oak’s
leaves are especially interesting. It is easy to find leaves
that are larger than a man’s hand. They often have 8 or
more pointed fingers. That makes northern red oak leaves
look like large, flattened evergreen trees.

Page 2/5

Describe how the information in “The Northern Red Oak” is
similar to the information in “The Hardy Live Oak.”

Use details from BOTH passages to support your answer.
Type your answer to the short-constructed response in
the space provided below.

a0

02000




Scoring 2-point Iltems
Constructed-Response Items

» Rubrics are item-specific and

. . T Scoring Rubri
determined during initial item ring ubrie
development polnts e
The response achieves the following:
. Committees Of Georgia » Gives sufficient evidence of the ability to analyze and explain how the viewpoints in the

two texts are similar

edu_cators use the ru brlc 2 * Includes specific examples/details that make clear reference to the texts
gg{;nbgllsrﬁr}g:r;ncfgnggtocnteelﬁa . aig?r:;tt?;ﬁ Z;z::;nznh?;t:l;:;ewmim& in the two texts are similar with clearly relevant
for each item

The response achieves the following:

* Gives limited evidence of the ability to analyze and explain how the viewpoints in the
two texts are similar

* StUdent responses are hand' 1 s Includes vague/limited examples/details that make reference to the texts
SCOI"ed (by human readerS) » Explains how the viewpoints in the two texts are similar with vague/limited information
. . based on the texts
using the rubric and the e ,
t . I d | d d . The response achieves the following:
ma ena S . eve ope Ul'lng 0 * Gives no evidence of the ability to analyze and explain how the viewpoints in the two
rangefinding texts are similar
1 =
For more information about item development, rangefinding, and scoring, visit our Test Development webpage. a &

aDOE
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Characteristics of the Informational/Explanatory Essay

e The item is worth seven points and aligned to the Writing and
Language domains.

e Informative/Explanatory prompts ask the student to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant information. When
students develop their topic, they should use relevant, well-chosen
facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and other
information and examples clearly based on text as a stimulus.

e Students are presented with two informational texts to read before
responding to the writing prompt.

e Students are expected to respond to BOTH texts




The Extended Writing-Response

Characteristics of the Opinion Essay Item

* The item is worth seven points aligned to the Writing
and Language domains.

* Opinion prompts ask students to respond to a question
in a well-developed opinion piece or essay that
effectively examines a topic and supports a point of
view, with reasons, clearly based on text as a stimulus.

+ Students are presented two informational texts to read
before responding to the writing prompt.

+ Students are expected to refer to BOTH texts when
writing.




Scoring the Opinion Essay ltem

Characteristics Two-Trait Scoring Rubric

The Two-Trait Scoring Rubric

* The two assessed traits are:
+ Trait 1: Idea Development, Organization, and Coherence (DOC).
 Trait 2: Language, Usage, and Conventions (LUC).

* The two traits have separate scoring scales:
 Trait 1: DOC score ranges from one to four
 Trait 2: LUC score ranges from one to three
» Each trait is scored holistically and scores are reported based on

standard alignment. DOC contributes to the student’s Writing score and
LUC contributes to the student’s Language score.




Extended Writing Response Item (Essay)
Rubric

» Scored on a two-trait holistic rubric

» The Development, Organization, and Coherence trait is evaluated on a 4-point holistic
rubric:
+ 4 = Response is well-developed
+ 3 = Response is complete
« 2 = Response is incomplete or oversimplified
+ 1 = Response is a weak attempt
« 0 = Condition code

« The Language Usage and Conventions trait is evaluated on a 3-point holistic rubric:
- 3 = Demonstrates full command of language usage and conventions
« 2 = Demonstrates partial command of language usage and conventions
» 1 = Demonstrates weak command of language usage and conventions
+ 0 = Condition code

dbo




Seven-Point, Two-Trait Rubric: Grades 3-5
Writing Trait Description
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Grade 5

SEVEN-POINT, Two-Trat Russic: Tt 1 ror OrisioN GENMRE

Idea Development,

Thuis Erait fsamines the
writer’s abily to effectiveily
estobiish o pain of wigw
ond o support the apinion
with reasons frovn i
textis) recd. The writer
st o en opsdnion from
the text(s) in fis/frer own
words ond organine reasons
far the opindan [fram bext
that they howe reod) in
order fo create cobesion for
O QPNIoN EERT)

The studenl’s FeSponse s & wel-tevelaped apvnion pece thal afectively

Exoumines a fopi ond suppovis @ point of view, with regsons, chearfy bosed on

Ext ¢8O Sl

= Effectively imtroduces 3 1opst ard clearly states an opinian

= Creates an effective organizational structure that logacally groups the idess
B FEASOAS 10 SUPPOTt the wiiter's purpose

= Effectively develops the reasons that are supported by facts and details

= Lses wards, phrases, snd clauses effectively to bnk opinson snd reasors

« Provides a strong concluding statement ar section refated to the opinion
presanted

The student’s resp Ea |
supports a paind of wew based on hext.

+ Introduces 3 topes and states an opinion
+ Provides some Df‘giﬂll'll.rﬂfhﬂl structung to Braug ideas and reasons

= Dewelops the topic and SUPEOTES the opinian with facts and detals

* Lses some words, phrases, and causes to link opinion and reasons

= Provides a conthuding stalement or section related bo the opinion presented

piece that @ topéc and

The studenl’s Fesponse is an incamplete o oversimpiiflied opinion piece bhot

Exoumines @ fopic ond portioly supports o point of view Based on hext.

= ALPEmpIs 1O iMroduce 8 bopic and State an opinion

= Attempis to provide an organicational structure 1o group ressons, but
structure is inconsistent

= Artempts to develop the topic and support the apinion with facts and details

= Lhses few words, phrazes, or dlauses to ink opinion and reasors; connections
are not always cear

= Provides a weak concluding statement ar section that may not be related o
the apinion

The student’s response s o weak atfempt B0 wiite an opinian phece that
FrTAes g fopk ond dows nod support o fext-based podnt af wiewe

* May not introduce a togic ar stabe an apinion

= May not have any arganirational siructure evident

* May ot develop the topic or suppoed he opinian

= WAy nol use words or pheases 1o link opinion ard reasons

= Provides a minimal ar no concluding statement or section

The student will receive @ candilion code for varicus réasons.
= Blank

= Copsed

= Too Lirited 1o ScorefBlegible/Incomprehensibile

= Mon-English/Foreign Language

= O Tow O Tasl O ers ive

Trait 1: ldea Development,

Organization, and Coherence

This trait examines the writer’s
ability to effectively establish a
point of view and to support the
opinion with reasons from the
texts read. The writer must form
an opinion from the texts in
his/her own words and
organize reasons for the
opinion (from text that they
have read) in order to create
cohesion for an opinion essay.




Seven-Point, Two-Trait Rubric: Grades 3-5
Writing Trait Description

Georgia

i] 4
Milestones
Georgia Milestones Assessment System
Grade 5
Seven-PoinT, Two-Traut Russic: TRat 2 ror OriMioN GENRE
Wiriting Trait Pairts Critavia
The student’s response demonsirotes full command of longuage usoge and
conventions.
3 = Has clear and compleie sentence structure, with appropriate range and
wariety
= Shaws command of nguage and R4 conventiond when switing
= Ay errows in usage amd coreentions do not inberfene with meaning™
The student’s response demonsérodes partiol cammend of lenguwage wsoge and
m Usage and CONVENEION:.
:=_ — = Has coOmpIeLe sentences, with some vanety
This irov esomined (e F ]
wriler's ol bo = Shows some nowledge of Bnguage and its corventions when writing
— il = Has minor errors in wsage and conwentions with no signifficant effect on
demonsirate contral af &
senience fonmarion, usoge, el
unu:;.mnnnlrs o % LSO, The \.'l.l:J.rm’H sEApOnsE EMOnsiFH e weak (ommond of 1mpuoge uage ead
COVENT IS
embodied in the grode-level
- 1 = Has fragmenis, run-ons, and/or other sentence struciure ermors
peco " = Showes little onowdedge of Bnguage and its conventions when writing
e Siomr = Has frequent errors in usage and conventions that interfere with meaning®
The student will recefve o condition code for vovious reasoms:
= Blank
* Copesd
o =

= Too Limited o Scorefillegible incomprehensible
= Mon-Englsh/Foreign Language
= D Togic/ON Task/Offensive

“Students are responsible for language conventions learned in thieir current grade as well as in pricr grades. Refer to the
language skills for each grade 1o determine the grade-level expectations for grammar, syntax, capitalization,
punctuation, and spefling. Also refer to the “Language Progressive Skills, by Grade™ chart in the Appendix for thase
standards that need continued attention beyond the grade in which they were introduced

Trait 2: Language Usage and

Conventions
This trait examines the writer’s
ability to demonstrate control of
sentence formation, usage, and
mechanics as embodied in the
grade-level expectations of the
language standards.




ELA READING AND EVIDENCE-BASED WRITING ITEM SET

SEVEN-POINT, TWO-TRAIT RUBRIC

Trait 1 for Opinion Genre

Points

Criteria

The student’s response is a well-developed opinion piece that effectively
examines a topic and supports a point of view, with reasons, clearly based on
text as a stimulus.
* Effectively introduces a topic and clearly states an opinion
Creates an effective organizational structure to group reasons
Provides clear, relevant reasons to support the opinion
Uses linking words and phrases effectively to connect opinions and reasons
Provides a strong concluding statement or section

Criteria

The student’s response demonstrates full command of language usage and
conventions.

= Effectively varies sentence patterns for meaning. reader/listener interest, and style
* Shows command of language and conventions when writing

* Any errors in usage and conventions do not interfere with meaning”




The Extended Writing-Response

Georgia Milestones Assessment Scoring Philosophy

» Students’ responses are to be
viewed as first drafts; \/

» Students are awarded credit for
what they do well; and \/

m » Students are not penalized for
errors unless the errors
permeate the response and

impact or interfere with overall
understanding.




Extended Writing-Response

Presentation within the Platform

2
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Question 4 @A

T Lina |
NE=R

This section of this test assesses your skill to comprehend
reading passages and use information from the passages
to write an informational [ explanatory essay.

Before you begin typing your essay, you will read two
passages and answer three multiple-choice and one
short-constructed response question about what you have
read.

As you read the passages, think about details you may
use in an informational [ explanatory essay about the

1 Be sure to:

northern red cak and the live cak tree. The informaticnal /

Writer's Checklist

Introduce the topic clearly.

Use information from the two passages so that your
piece includes important details.

Develop the topic in a clear order, with facts, definitions,
and details related to the topic.

Identify the passages by title or number when using
details or facts directly from the passages.

Develop your ideas clearly and use your own words,
except when quoting directly from the passages.
Use linking words to connect ideas.

Writing Task

The northern red oak and the live cak are two very
different trees.

Think about the ideas in the two passages. Then type an
informational/explanatory essay explaining how the
northemn red oak and the live oak are different.

Be sure to use information from BOTH passages in your
informational/explanatory essay.

Writer's Checklist

Now type your informationallexplanatory essay in the
space provided below. Select the enlarge button to
open the Writer's Checklist and refer to the Checklist as
you write and proofread your essay.

Sl
|

Use clear language and vocabulary.
Have a strong conclusion that supports the
information presented.

Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling,
capitalization, and punctuation.

w—




Extended Writing-Response: Grade 3

Presentation of the Passages

ELA READING AND EVIDENCE-BASED WRITING ITEM SET

The Gift of Giving

It's nica to get things. Gatting a present can be a fun surprise. Even free candy bars are axciting. But
it's much better to be the person giving than the person receiving.

Giving to others is special. It makes people happy. Think about how you would feel if someone gave
you a new toy. That's how others feel when you give to them. You make yourself happy by making

others happy.
There are other reasons to give as well. Surprising someone with a gift could mean that person will

do the same for you. Many times people will want to show haw much they enjoyed your gift by
getting something nice for you. So, even if you like to receive, it pays to give.

Best of all, giving makes you a nice person. If you only think about yourself all the time, people might
think you are selfish. You can show others that you care by remembering their special days and
giving them something that you think they will like.

ELA READING AND EVIDENCE-BASED WRITING ITEM SET

Receiving Is Fun

People might think this is seifish, but | believe it's nicer to receive than to give. Nothing beats the joy
of opening a wrapped present. You never know what's on the inside. It could be a toy, or something
cool to wear. It doasn't matter. Since you don't know what is inside, the gift feals special.

If someone gives you a nice gift, it means a lot. it shows that person knows you well enough to give
you the one thing that makes you truly happy. When people know you that well, it usually means
they love you. Love is another thing worth receiving. If you are loved, you'll probably love people in
return,

Receiving is better no matter who is giving you the gift. It could be a teacher, a friend, or a family

member. If someone surprises you with a great gift, you'll remember that person forever. You'll want
to surprise that person with a great gift of your own. After all, receiving is the first step to giving.

In “The Gift of Giving” the author
presents the idea that giving is better
than receiving. The author states that
giving makes both the giver and
receiver feel happy.

In “Receiving is Fun” the author
presents an opposing idea that
receiving is better than giving. The
author states that receiving a gift
shows the receiver, they are loved.
Knowing you are loved by someone
else makes a person feel happy.




Extended Writing-Response: Grade 3

Presentation of the Writing Task

Some people think it is better to give than to receive. Other people think it
IS better to receive than to give.

Think about the ideas in the two passages. The

that gives your opinion about which idea you think




Authentic Student Response

| think it is better to give than receive because when you do people feel that you really love
and care for them. Also they might just bring you a gift back. When you receive yes it
would be great to get, but if you give maybe others will see how generous you are and
want to give you a gift. Its all about showing people that you care a lot.

In the first story giving makes people happy and some people need to be happy. You could
give to the sick or shut ins or even the elderly in the nursing homes. You don’t have to give
them a 4-wheeler or a masion just a card or something to show that you love them. “It pays
to give” like if you give me a card | would buy you a puppy in return. Giving is fun and
good. Just a thing to show you care, love, and want to be kind. | like the warmness and
love you get when you give.

| would say that | like to receive, but | would be greed if | only wanted to recieve. Reviving
is the first step for giving. When you give you receive. Just to be kind. You don’t have to
know the person. One time my mom sent 5 people a card with a dollar inside. Like | said it
doesn’t have to be an 18-wheeler or a iphone. You just give to show you care.

Please give at least once in a while and show passion, kindness, and love.




Authentic Student Response

| think it is better to give than receive because when you do people feel that you really love
and care for them. Also they might just bring you a gift back. When you receive yes it
would be great to get, but if you give maybe others will see how generous you are and
want to give you a gift. Its all about showing people that you care a lot.

In the first story giving makes people happy and some people need to be happy. You could
give to the sick or shut ins or even the elderly in the nursing homes. You don't have to give
them a 4-wheeler or a masion just a card or something to show that you love them. “It pays
to give” like if you give me a card | would buy you a puppy in return. Giving is fun and
good. Just a thing to show you care, love, and want to be kind. | like the warmness and
love you get when you give.

| would say that | like to receive, but | would be greed if | only wanted to recieve. Reviving
is the first step for giving. When you give you receive. Just to be kind. You don't have to
know the person. One time my mom sent 5 people a card with a dollar inside. Like | said it
doesn’t have to be an 18-wheeler or a iphone. You just give to show you care.

Please give at least once in a while and show passion, kindness, and love.

ELAGSE3W1, ELAGSE3L1, ELAGSE3L2

J

Response Scores:
P

Idea Development, Organization, and Coherence: 4
Language Usage and Conventions: 3

Scorer’s Annotations

DOC

* The student effectively introduces the topic
and clearly states an opinion

* An effective organizational structure is used to
group reasons. After the topic is introduced, the
student discusses giving, then receiving and
giving, followed by the conclusion.

* Clear, relevant reasons are used to support
the author’s opinion that it is better to give than
to receive

* Linking words are used to connect reasons

* A strong concluding statement is present that
summarizes the student’s opinion.

LUC

* The response has a clear and complete
sentence structure with appropriate range and
variety. Use of complex sentences adds
sufficient variety to the response.

* Errors, predominantly in spelling and usage,
do not interfere with the intended meaning.
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Georgia Department of Education

e Practice Test
o http://www.gaexperienceonline.com/

e Main Website
o https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
e Fun Skills Practice Websites

o Splash Learn
m https://www.splashlearn.com/

o Student Portal Resources
m  Amplify
m iReady



http://www.gaexperienceonline.com/
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
https://www.splashlearn.com/
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